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Nor did the veterat” lawmaker
sgrea with Rep, Henry 8. Reuss
‘D-Wis.) that the House investi-
gate the Birch Society.

“I don't think the .committee

-ought to pay any attention to it,"”

Mason said.

Reuss argued Thursday — as
the Scnate Republican Whip Sen.
Thomas Kuchel (R-Calif.) and
Sen. Thomas J. Dodd (D-Conn.)
vice chairman of the Senate In-
ternal  Security Subcommittee,
were urging ~~ ¥ vertigation-—-that
any society “wiicu is Teported to
have stigmatized as Communistic,
patriotic Americans as former
President Eisenhower, the Iate
Secretaty of State Foster Dulles,
Chief Justice Warren and Allen
Dulles, director of the Central In-
telligence Agency," is a fit subject

for investigation by the commit-

tee,
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can Activities Cornmittee said he
doubted his group could concern

sive or plots the overthrow of the
government, under ke commit-
tee’s purview of responsibility.

Rep. Donald C, Brucs (R-Ind.)
said the allegations against Eis-[
enhov.er, Warren and the Dulles|
brothers were made by the found-}
er of the society, Robart Welch,
a 6l-year-old Boston candy manu-
facturer before the organization
was {ormed. X

*To attribute his philsophy to so-
clety members is to apply the
‘guilt by association’ standard,”
Bruce said. ‘‘Some mighty good
people in Indianapolis are mem-
bers and I don’t want to sce them
hurt,”

Rep. Don L. Short (R-Ind.) rec-
ommended an attorney gereral's,
‘investigation of the society asi
“good for all concerned,” but he
said the stigma that might follow
questioning by Walter's commit-
tee might be unfair. (The Justice
Departnent is taking a hard look
at the society.)

The rank and file mem ip,
said Short, may not realiz ¢
Welch's background and charges.;

“I'm sure there's a place for
conservative thinking but I hate
to sco it go too far and the
charges against Eisenhower go too
far,” commented Rep. E. Y.
Berry, (R-N.Y.).

+ But Berry questioned an investi-} -
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Rep. Francis Walter mp..)'f
chairman of the Houge Ur-Ameri-}

itself with an invostigation of a|
sociely which ueither is subver-|:

gatiod is distast{u! but no un-
American or subversive,"” he said.

Few midwest Republicans — or -
Democrats — knew very much
about the Society except what they
read in newspapers.
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